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CONVENTION 2008A HUGE SUCCESS

By: ROMELLE HORTON

THIS IS SPARTA!!! Spartans Did It
Again....Again...and Again...
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Convention was without a doubt another smashing
success. That was really no surprise as thjs
organization is always outdoing itself.
Convention ‘08 was held in Silver Spring, MD, to
the likes of 400-plus Spartans, their families angd
friends. An unprecedented number of Spartans
registered this vyear,
which was in itself
another feat.

Though most of the
participants arrived on
Friday, when the
official welcome party
opened its doors, the
festivities actually
began with the Class o
'83 celebrating its 258

anniversary the night
before. The Liberian Embassy in Washington,
D.C. was the site of Spartans Family Day and Fun
Festival. It was great to see old classmates with
“mini-mes” accompanying them and even though
the rain came, it must have been showers of
blessings because it in no way deterred the crowd
as the embassy was filled to capacity and those
passing by kept stopping to find out what all the
fuss was about — one word — SPARTANS!

Now if you think all that eating, talking smack and
just plain having a good time was going to wealr
out the members — think again — Spartans were |n
full force for the Welcome Party and partied to the
wee hours of the morning.

2008 Welcome Party

The DJ was on top of his game and everyone
proved how hip and with the times they were by
getting their dance on.

Saturday rolled around with Spartans getting down
to business. All gathered for the business meeting
— the integral reason for Spartans convening each
year. Highlights included election of a new 1
vice national chairman, raising money for more
scholarships, the creation of a new computer lab
and discussions on the organization’s official
business and transparency. Later that night,
Spartans rolled out the red carpet for the
Chairman’s Ball. What a grand affair it was! The
ladies were runway gorgeous and the men were
resplendent in their tuxes, including Sir Horatio,
who was the Master of Ceremony —
whew — what a sight to behold. The
guest speaker, who was by no means
a guest as he is a die-hard Spartan,
held the audience in the palm of his
hand, same as he does with the jurors
in his courtrooms. The brain child of
National Chairman Diggs, “the Hall
of Fame,” inducted its first members. The Class
of '88 was lifted up for their
dynamism and congratulated c
reaching their 20 year and
many other members wer
recognized with awards an
accolades. Former principa
the very Rev. Father Emmanu
W. Johnson came with some special guests, the
Reverend Christopher Cunningham and his wife




and kids who were on their way to Liberia.

Reverend Cunningh:m and his wife at the Clmr‘rm '.s".Ball
The Cunninghams pledged their time anc
resources to the upkeep of the school.

As always, Sunday found the Spartans in churg
giving thanks to the One above for continuously
guiding and blessing us and making all thing
possible. After the service, all were invited to
Chateau de Walker for the closing ceremonies. T
say a good time was had by all is an
understatement. Spartans did it AGAIN! Now it
is on to the TRI-STATE. Look out now — the all
female cast that makes up the Tri-State leadersh

team is a force to be reckoned with,
CONVENTION ‘09 - TRI-STATE HERE WE
COME...

B. W. HARRIS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
RELEASES, CONVENTION 2008 REPORT, NETS

$23,954.04

BY: DARREN WILKINS

B.W. Harris Episcopal Alumni
Association, Inc. USA on
September 25, 2008 released its
report for Convention 2008
which was held in Silver
Spring, M.D. The event netted
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Yoonne Hansford
Nuvional Financicd Secretary

$23,959.04 according to Mrs.

ip

Yvonne Hansford, the association's financial

secretary.

The release of this report is yet another attergpt b
the Diggs-led administration to ensure
transparency and accountability within
association. The full report will be sent out te th
entire membership in a press release a few days
subsequent to this publication.

SEVERAL SPARTANS GET AWARDS AT

CHAIRMAN 'S BALL
By: TARA RAINSBURY AND DARREN WILKINS

The Chairman’s Ball is one of the events at the B.
W. Harris Alumni Association’s convention where

individuals are awarded and honored for their
services and dedication to thg
association and the school i
Liberia. This year, severa
Spartans and an honora
member received awards. T
Chairman’s Medal of Honor
the association’s highest hong
was given to ?' Vice National §
Chairman Darren Wilkins ana
National Financial Secretary Yvonne Hansford.

Other awards that were given are listed below
along with the names the recipients:

Distinguished Service Award
Rev. Maggie B. Dennis
Rose Stryker

Dr. Rowena Kelley

D H. Brown Award

Toye Henries -- Tri-State

J. Wah-Doe Bedell, Jr. -- DC Metro
Wilhelmina Wilson --Georgia
Tonea Fowler -- Midwest

McNeil White, Jr. -- Rhode Island
Thomas Grant -- Delaware




Public Relations Committee
Getahn Ward

Bendu Hansford

Gudrun Harris

Yarvo Roberts

Tara Rainsbury

Albertha Gillespie

Rowena Kelley

Celia Brown

Romelle Horton

Certificate of Appreciation
Budu Shannon
Patricia Gibson
Roseline Sims
Joshua Cassell
Berma Findley
Dorothy Tolbert
Joseph Walker
Jimmy Neal
Winfred Clark
Celia Brown
Elyne Padmore

DC Metro chapter also presented awards to i
members for hard work and dedication. The lis
below includes the names of those members:

Horatio Bernard

J. Wah-Doe Bedell
Daffeh Hansford

Villette Brown-Smith
Charles Williams

Bendu Hansford

Patricia Gibson

Ophelia Acolaste

Joseph W. Walker

Nee Allison

Lauretta Reffell

Tara Rainsbury

Sophie Dumbar-Amar
Annie Bedell-Benjamin
Dorothy Richards-Tolbert
Villette Brown-Smith
Tayonnoh Roberts
Edwina Williamson-Sheldon

Cheryl Williams-Thomas

Celia Cuffey-Brown
Matilda K. Goodling
Addo Davie

Glen Hickson
Horatio Bernard
Maa-yon Harris
Joyce Jones
Jackie Addy

BWHAA INDUCTS MEMBERS INTO

HALL OF FAME

By GUDRUN HARRIS and DARREN WILKINS

One of the most exciting moments of B.W.Harris
Alumni Association’s 18 Convention ceremonies
was the induction into the Hall of Fame of several
Spartans by Chairman Handel K.C. Diggs. The B.
W. Harris Alumni Association Hall of Fame
honors Spartans who donate $500 or more to the
association in a calendar year. It was initiated by
Chairman Handel Diggs as another avenue to
generate funding for projects that are being
undertaken at the school in Liberia.

Spartans who are inducted into the Hall of Fame
will receive a plague and a medal at the ball. Once
inducted, Spartans are further honored by having
their photos displayed on the association’'s Web
site permanently and mentioned in a story



published in the association’s newsletter.

The Hall of Fame initiative at Convention "08 was
an overwhelming success. A total of twelve
Spartans were registered for the Hall of Fame,
although only eleven were inducted this year. This
was because the "12Hall of Famer, Spartan
Handel K. C. Diggs, had chosen to be inducted at
Convention "09 which will be hosted by Tri-State
Chapter in New York.

Those inducted into the Hall of Fame for the year
2008 were:

Cllr. Mohamedu F. Jones
Mona B. Diggs
Euphemia Jones
Gudrun Harris
Stella Marjon Wiles
Massa David
Joseph W. Walker
Varney Coleman
Kwaku Addy

10 Elyne Padmore
11.Nee Allison
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For details regarding members of the 2008 Hall g
Fame, please visit our Web site atj
WWW.BWHarrisAlumniUSA.Org

MEMBERS OF THE BWHAA
2008HALL OF FAME

Hall .-Eﬂmw

Hall of Fame
Clir. MLE Jones all of Famer

Elyne Padmore

Half of Famer
Euphemia Jones
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Varney Coleman

Hafl u}: ‘Famer
Joseplh Walker

Hall of Famer
Kwaku Addy

Hall of Famer
Gudrun Harris
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Members of B. W. Harris Hall of Fame




ECHOES FROM SPARTA
MRsS. ZOE DAVIS-TRAUB BECOMES ACTING

PRINCIPAL; BEGINS CLEAN UP

CONVENTION "O8 KEYNOTE SPEAKER
DUNBAR URGES SACRIFICE FROM SPARTANS

BY: DARREN WILKINS
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Mrs. Zoe Davis-Traub, Acting Principal

Monrovia, Liberia-B.W.Harris School: Reports

reaching the Mighty Spartans newsletter indicat
that the Episcopal Diocese of Liberia under th
leadership of Bishop Jonathan Hart has appointed
Mrs. Zoe Davis-Traub as acting principal of the B
W. Harris Episcopal School. Mrs. Traub replaces
Reverend Roberta Phillips who was transferred to
the Bishop’s office as special assistant to the
Bishop.
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Mrs. Traub had served in two capacities at the
school including vice principal and subsequently
principal. She is known to be an uncompromising
disciplinarian, a devoted and passionate educator,
and a great leader. Upon assuming the
responsibilities of the school, Mrs. Traub
embarked upon several initiatives that were aimed
at revamping the school and rebuilding morale.
“We are very grateful to the Episcopal Diocese of
Liberia for making such a change. Now we are
assured that our school will reclaim its positior
among schools in Liberia,” said a student of th
11" grade class.

D

By: TARA RAINSBURY

The guest speaker at the Chairman's Ball was none
other than our own brother and fellow Spartan,
Counselor Tilman “Nicky" Dunbar.

Nicky, as he is
affectionately
called by
Spartans,
family and
friends, has
been married to
Spartan Bindu
Sherif-Dunbar

for 18
wonderful
years. This
union is
blessed  with

two wonderful

boys, Tilman Clfr. Tilman Dunbar
Jr., and Eric.

Cllr. Dunbar received his bachelor's degree from
St. Augustine's College in Raleigh, N.C., and his
law degree from Howard University School of
Law in the District of Columbia. He has a private
practice and specializes in criminal law.

The highlights of Cllr. Dunbar's speech on that

auspicious occasion came in the form of

challenges to all Spartans to get off their high

horses, sacrifice more for B. W. Harris School,

and make it much better than it has been. He also
admonished Spartans to be reminiscent of the
reality that it was now their turn to give back so

that others are afforded those same opportunities
given to them.

This was well received and applauded by the
entire Spartan body.



PR CHAIRMAN TAKES A BRIDE , MARRIES

ANOTHER SPARTAN

By: DARREN WILKINS

On August 9, 2008, Spartan Getahn Moses Ward
took Spartan Ebele Onyejekwe to be his wife i
Philadelphia, Pa. The occasion was attended by
over 50 Spartans including Delaware chapter’
president Berma Findley, Tri-State chapter’s
president Gudrun Harris and me, your humbl
servant.
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The ceremony which was characterized by pomp
and pageantry was also attended by a large
number of Liberians, Nigerians, and Americans,
Representing the groom’s family were his mother,
Mrs. Amelia Ward, former minister of planning
and economic affairs of the Republic of Liberia
who flew in from Liberia to attend the wedding,
his uncle, sisters, and a host of relatives. On the
other hand, the bride’s family was represented by
her father who flew in from Nigeria, her mother,
siblings, and a host of other relatives and friends

About the Groom

The groom is a member of the B. W. Harris Clas
of "88 and currently the chairman of the publig
relations committee of the B. W. Harris Alumni
Association-USA. He holds an undergraduat
degree in economics and finance and masters (of
business administration degree both from the
Tennessee State University. He currently works
for the Tennessean newspaper in Nashville, Tenn.,
where he also resides. He is also an editor and
writer of the “Featured Spartan” column of The
Mighty Spartan newsletter.
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About the bride

The bride is also a Spartan from the Class of "8
She holds a masters degree in Social Work from
Temple University and currently works as a socia
worker in Philadelphia, Pa.
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The ceremony

After 20 years of waiting patiently, Getahn and
Ebele arrived at the New Spirit Presbyterian
Church in Philadelphia and finally tied the knot.
The wedding ceremony, featuring 11 bridesmaids
and 11 groomsmen, began at about 4 p.m. on
Saturday, August 9, 2008 and lasted for about an
hour before everyone proceeded to the reception.

At the reception, as the couple danced their way
into the hall, they were greeted by their parents
and a very jubilant crowd consisting of family and
friends; clothes were put on the floor for the
newlyweds to walk on and the mother of the
groom, Mrs. Amelia Ward, filled with joy,
grabbed her son and his new wife and hugged
them so tightly as if she was saying, "l give you
my blessing."

When the music faded away, it was time for
speeches to be made. Everyone who spoke gave
words of advice and wisdom but two speeches
always resonate whenever | think about the
wedding. Those two speeches were made by the
groom's mother and the groom himself. Mrs.
Amelia Ward explained her marriage to her late
husband and attributed its success to three main
things: Love, Trust, and Respect. She reminded
the couple that a couple's problem is always their
problem and not something that should involve
anyone outside of their union: be it parents,
siblings, or friends. When she concluded and after
others had spoken, the groom was given the
microphone. His remarks were mostly about his
initial encounter with Ebele, the romantic times
they had, and the love he'd maintained for her over
the years.

The couple spent their honeymoon in the
Dominican Republic and has since returned. At
this time, | ask you to please join me in
congratulating my brother and friend, Getahn, and
his wife Ebele, and wish them both a successful
and everlasting marriage.



Mr. and Mrs. Getahn M. Ward

And so it is, Getahn has taken a wife and hg
moved on to a new phase in life. | must say at th
point that | admire the both of them for their
patience, perseverance, and optimism. The
waited for the right time to get married; they
became friends for more than 20 years which gav
them both the chance to know each other bettg
and most of all, they got to love, trust, and respe
each other. | believe the combination of love
trust, and respect form the recipe for a goo
marriage. | have no doubt that this marriage i
actually one that epitomizes that which is spoke
of in the Good Book; the one that asks us to b
together "till death do us part.”

To the couple
Godspeed to the both of you as you embark on

journey of love and companionship; live long ang
enjoy each other. Have as many kids as God c:
provide. Be happy, for you have indeed earned th
right to be together, prosperous and happy foreve
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FEATURED SPARTAN:
BEDELL HAS FOND MEMORIES OF

GROWING UP A PRINCIPAL 'S KID

Name: Eugene Bedell Sr.

Title: Senior Partner and Principal of Snavely
King, Majoros, O’Connor and Bedell Inc.

Spartan background: 1978 graduate of B.W.
Harris Episcopal High School

Family: Wife, daughter and son

Hobbies: Writing, reading, jazz, exercise and
traveling

BY: GETAHN WARD

For Eugene Bedell, growing up as one of the vice
principal’s kids at B.W. Harris High School meant
pressure to live up to certain expectations and at
times getting into fights with those who made fun
of his father.



“Everything he did, you were there to see it/
recalled the son of J. Wah Doe Bedell Sr.,
former vice principal and later principal. “When
people insulted him, you were there to hear if.
When he disciplined people and you felt maybe he
overdid it, you were there to watch that and somle
of the people that he was doing stuff to, wers
friends of yours.”
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Bedell, a 1978 graduate, credits the work ethic of
his disciplinarian father among values that have
helped him to achieve success in his own life. Fqr
instance, it was little known by students at B.W
Harris that for many years Bedell Sr. held a
second job as the principal of an elementary
school where he served after classes ended |at
B.W. Harris each day. And during his high schoo
years, the younger Bedell himself worked as an
intern, sorting mail at the main post office in
Monrovia.

Today, Bedell is a married father of two and a
senior partner and principal in Washington, D.C.t
based economic and management consulting firm
Snavely King Majoros O’'Connor & Bedell Inc.
He has come a long way from the days that he
hated wearing the Vai shirt that was B.W. Harris
uniform and left the school to attend CWA to ge
further from the eyesight of his father beforg
returning for high school.

In those days, B.W. Harris had many rules. “You
couldn’t wear high heels, keep an afro...,”
recalled Bedell, adding that he often would ge
into trouble including missing classes to ga
drinking with friends.
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Bedell remembers once when his father came
his class and beat a girl with a rattan, fulfillihg
responsibility to administer discipline. He once
struck a classmate who had joked about his father.
“It got to a point where people knew | would reac
to it, so they stopped doing it,” he said.

(0]

=

At home, Bedell Sr. was equally a disciplinarian
For instance, he demanded that his children study

while he worked at his second job. However,
Bedell sought ways around some of his father’'s
rules including sneaking out of the house to go
party at night.

Despite being a disciplinarian, Bedell Sr. also
allowed his children some freedom like when he
approved his son’s request to attend CWA for his
junior high years. He said yes although it was a
given that his children went to B.W. Harris.

Observing his father in administrative positions
inspired Bedell to see himself in guy-in-charge
roles and to take care of responsibilities.

His father's commitment to B.W. Harris also
rubbed off on Bedell. He was among founders of
the B.W. Harris Alumni Association USA and was
co-host of its first convention. He hasn’t attended
a convention for a few years because he wanted to
see less focus on social activities.

Bedell said that he would like to see the
association target corporate sponsors to support
projects including renovating the school. He likes
where current Chairman Handel Diggs is trying to
take the association.

Bedell has fond memories of his days at B.W.
Harris. They include the camaraderie among
students and the school spirit shown during games.

Pompey Greene, Bedell's high school classmate,
remembers him as an easy-going and determined
person with a focus on becoming better in life.
“Eugene’s father was the assistant principal, so he
had to tote the mark,” Greene said. “Nevertheless,
we were all free-spirited young adults. He wasn’t
given any particular privileges than the rest of us

Greene has stories from growing up with Bedell as
both a classmate and a neighbor. He remembers
how after school they would all go to each other’'s
houses to eat lunch with the meat saved for last.
One day, Bedell and another friend had a row over
the last piece of bonnie. “For a long time, we



always used to joke about it -- teased who woul
get the last meat,” Greene said. “We grew u
being our brother’s keeper. Even now, we can ca
on one another like more of a band of brothers.”
Bedell remembers himself as someone who like
to dress neatly and to have fun.

A year after graduating from high school, Bedel
came to the United States. He earned 3
undergraduate degree in economics, holding dow
two jobs while in school, and later on went back tq
school later to earn a master's of busines

administration degree. Several years ago, Bede

founded a wireless phone company called Liberi
Wireless Corp. with some partners, and was ab
to get a GSM wireless license from the Liberian

government to establish a cell phone company.

But unfortunately for him, the government had
issued seven licenses and in the end only four no
Liberian companies were selected excluding hi
LIWICO.

Decontee Brumskine-Ricks, another forme
classmate, isn’t surprised by Bedell's professiona
achievements. “He was always very confident
very popular,” Brumskine-Ricks said, recalling
how she watched two girls fight over Bedell in the
school’'s auditorium. “Being the son of the vice
principal didn’'t stop him from doing what he
wanted to do.”

Even as an adult, Brumskine-Ricks said thg
Bedell remains driven to achieve success. Fq
example, she noted how Bedell balanced famil
and work responsibilities while pursuing his MBA
degree. “If you're looking for an example of
commitment, hard work and perseverance, Euget
would be someone to paint a picture like that,” sh
added.

Bedell said that his father, who now lives with

one of his daughters in Virginia, relishes his role

in helping to start B.W. Harris and educating

many young people. It's not unusual for Bedell Si.
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and to thank him for his role at the school, his so
said.
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Like those students, he now better appreciates the
role of his father’s discipline in shaping his life
“I, being under him was a good thing.”

MEKEY ROBERTS ELECTED 1°" VICE

NATIONAL CHAIRMAN , REPLACES M OSES
OKaAl

By: GUDRUN HARRIS
a
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Eugenia “Mekey” Roberts

Sometimes the second time is the charm.

A year after a close loss in her quest to become
first vice chairman of the B.W. Harris Alumni
Association USA, Ms. Eugenia Jelani was
unanimously elected at convention 2008. The
special election was held to fill the position that
became vacant last fall. That happened after
Moses Okai of the Minnesota chapter, who won
the vote at convention 2007, returned to Liberia.
Jelani is a member of the class of 1972 and the
Tri-State chapter of the association.
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Ms. Massa David moved and nominated her for

to go to a Liberian wedding or party and for one
his former students to give up their seat for hi

1

the position at the business meeting held on July 5
2008. The body unanimously elected Jelani and a
white ballot was cast. Speaking briefly, Jelani



thanked the association for giving her the
opportunity to serve in the position and vowed ¢
work with everyone to make the organization on
of the best. She finished by saying, “What Goc
has for you, no one can take it away.” After he
loss to Spartan Moses Okai in 2007, Jelani, als

known as Mekey, continued to carry the Spartan

spirit.

In a conversation back then, she stressed t
importance of putting personal feelings aside an
voting based on a candidate’s profile of
qualification and ability to work with everyone
including those that didn’'t vote for them. “We
have to continue to support our alma mater as
true Spartan even if we lose the election,” Jelar
said.

She then recommended that people be required
make known in advance to the electiansmmittee
their intention to run for office at convention and
individuals that don’t present anything to the body
shouldn’'t be eligible. Added Jelani: “To take this
organization to a better direction it will be sdneiif

we do things as an organization and push for highe

standards and education since it is going to be th
reflection we want to make obvious for the
improvement and expectations of our organization.”

SMART TECH AT B.W.HARRIS-

LIBERIA: WHAT IS IT AND WHY
DOIT?

By: DARREN WILKINS

At Convention 2008 in Maryland, we made
attempts to explain the purpose and benefits ¢
implementing smart technology at our alma mate
in Liberia, an idea which was introduced in 2007

by the Diggs-led administration. Even though that

attempt was successful, we feel there is a need

make several attempts through other media,

including this one, for the benefit of those whd di
not attend the convention.
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For the benefit of those who have not been
following up on this project, the Smart
Technology program, code named S.W.A.T.
(Spartans Working to Advance Technology), is a
four-part project consisting of the following:

1. A 25-computer laboratoryfor students to
learn  keyboarding,  word-processing,
spreadsheet, presentation, database,
desktop publishing, and Web design. Also
included are drill and practice software,
tests simulation software, etc.

2. An electronic grade book system and
access to the Internet and e-mdir the
administration and faculty to facilitate
research and communication with parents,
students, etc.

a. An electronic grade book system
b. Access to the Internet
c. Access to emall

Suggested e-mail address:
TeacherDOE@BWHarrisLiberia.Edu

3. Convert library to a Media Resource
Center.  This will provide a medium for
students to do research using the Internet,
media resources such as books, DVDs and
VHS. It will also include a TV/media
production room for students to produce
videos, photos, yearbook, etc.

4. The One-Computer classroonifhis is a
setup that allows the teacher to display
work to the entire classroom via a
television connected to an Internet-
accessible computer to engage students in
the learning process. Please see diagram
below for a graphical view:



Proposed 25- Computer Lab

Proposed media resource center

The diagrams above illustrate two of the fou
proposed projects. These projects are to &
completed in phases and an implementation perig

of eight months has been propounded for the

entire project. Leaders of the Smart Technolog
project include: Darren Wilkins,"2Vice National
Chairman

(DWilkins@BWHarrisAlumniUSA.Org, and
Jimmy Neal JNeal@BWHarrisAlumniUSA.Oryg
BWHAA-USA’s representative to the school
board in Liberia. The project will be implemented
in collaboration with the local alumni association
(BWHAA-Liberia), and the school’s
administration. Upon implementation of the
project, the school’s administration will take full
responsibility for maintaining the newly installed
technology infrastructure.

Why implement smart tech at BWH-Liberia?
It is obvious that the advent of technology or
might | say technological innovation has changed
the culture of every aspect of society and that
obviously does not exclude the classroom! In
today’s world, teachers barely use the blackboard
and chalk. Students on the other hand barely use
the dictionary or encyclopedia for research; they
rather “Google” everything. In fact in the
workplace today, every job requirement includes a
line that says, “Must be technology or computer
literate.”

The Smart Technology project solves a lot of
problems for students at the B. W. Harris School
in Liberia. In fact the return on investment (ROI)-
enhanced student learning, preparing prospective
graduates for the workplace upon graduation,
saving prospective graduates the cost of attending
vocational or “computer schools” after graduation-
cannot be overemphasized. In addition, the Smart
Technology project gives the school competitive
advantage over other schools and has the
propensity to increase student enrollment,

something which the school has been lacking over
the past few years. But overall, this is an attempt
to help the school develop a new paradigm
towards pedagogy; one that resembles that which
is practiced in western countries.

CLASS OF '78 TO CELEBRATE 30 YEARS,
RAISE MONEY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS

By: GUDRUN HARRIS

On Oct. 4, all roads lead to Wilmington, Delaware,
where members of the Class of '78 will celebratrth
30" year since leaving the walls of B.W. Harris High
School.

The “Fortunates”, as they refer to themselves, kiik

off their anniversary celebration with a dinner/darat
the Doubletree Hotel on Saturday evening. A worship
service and a brunch will follow on Sunday morning.



Funds raised at this event will be used for salsbips
for five fortunate students of the class of '08tla¢
school in Liberia. Members of the organizing
committee are: Thomas Grant, Edith Grant, Cherring
Goodridge-Smith, Milton Ricks, Mrs. Margaret
(Dekontee) Brumskine-Ricks, Leuvet A. Stevens and
David G. Moore.

Find out what went on in the next issue of the Mjgh
Spartan.

MIGHTY SPARTAN’S EDITOR-IN-

CHIEF UNDERGOES SURGERY

By: GETAHN WARD

Imagine going for a routine physical exam and
finding out there was a tumor on your brain but it
wasn’t growing for the time being. Then you
learned that the tumor was growing fast and
required immediate surgery.

That's the situationMighty Spartaneditor Dr.
Rowena Kelley found herself in three months agaQ.
She packed up and left Mississippi for John
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore for surgery aimed
at removing the tumor and a biopsy to determing
whether it was cancerous. “It was hopeless
know something was growing in your body you
had no control over and there was nothing yo
could do about it,” said Kelley, who worked as a
research scientist at
Mississippi State

University and USDA in

Starkville.
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Kelley was discharged
from John Hopkins

Saturday, Sept. 13, after
most of the tumor was
removed during surgery
that lasted more than 12
hours. It was a delicate surgery because the tumor
sat in an area of Kelley’s brain that is resporsibl
for one’s abilities to speak and move. “Had they

damaged that area, | wouldn’t have been able to
walk or talk,” she said.

A part of the tumor on top of some nerves on

Kelley’s brain wasn't removed. It will be
monitored to ensure that it doesn't grow
aggressively.

Kelley received positive results of the biopsy last
Friday, Sept. 26, which showed that the tumor
wasn't cancerous. That means she that she doesn't
need to see a cancer doctor and just has to focus
on recovery.

As a research scientist, Kelley studies the
biochemical makeup of plants including their

DNAs. But even that background didn’'t prepare
her for the finding after the physical exam two

years ago of higher-than-normal levels of a
hormone produced in the brain in her blood, she
said. The tumor was found after a CAT scan. It
was monitored every six months and hadn’t been
growing until the aggressive growth was

discovered three months ago, she said.

Kelley, a member of the class of '88, said that
she’s grateful for the support shown by Spartans
and the B.W. Harris Alumni Association USA.

Handel “K.C.” Diggs, chairman of the
association, visited Kelley at John Hopkins and
took her some flowers on behalf of the
membership.

Others called, sent gifts and prayed. “It shows tha
we're a true family and really support each other
during difficult and trying times,” she said.

CELIA 'S STORY: HER LAST ENCOUNTER WITH
OVETTA WILLIAMS

By: CELIA BROWN

| was late for the picnic at Convention "08 because
| had to prepare the bowl of chicken | had



promised to contribute for the cookout. | also ha
to take care of my beautiful three-year-old an(
then get ready to head for the Liberian Embassy
D.C. where the picnic was being held.

When we arrived at the picnic, parking seemed t
be a problem and from our position of view, we
could see the entire buzz and fan-fare. Fortunatel
after a few minutes of circling around, we found 4
parking a spot. As | disembarked from my vehicle
| carried my daughter in one arm while carrying
the heavy chicken bowl in the other hand. The firg
person | clearly recognized was Mrs. Ovettd
Jones-Williams. Right away, my face blossome
with a big smile. She had a low haircut which
reminded me of the same style | had worn las
summer and it made her look more beautiful an

younger! | could not say much because she was

little bit far away from me and my hands were
full. | proceeded to present my contribution (bow
of chicken) to the head of our committee, Mrs
Ophelia Acolatse-Nimene. What a load off my
hands, | sighed!!! | gained my balance and bega
to mingle with my fellow Spartans.

While mingling, | recognized another familiar face|
dressed differently from the person | had earlie

seen, whom | thought was Ovetta. | stood still

thinking that something must be wrong with mgq
because | was now seeing double. This time,
wasn’t smiling because of my confusion. But if
was Ovetta and she had this big smile on her fa
when she saw me. She walked over to me and
greeted each other in a warm fashion. The re
Ovetta also had a low haircut! | said to her, “

thought | saw you earlier?” But after a moment of

thought, | realized that it was her sister who d ha
seen earlier! And since she was too far away fro
me, doesn’'t know me well, and was not eve
paying attention to me, she did not acknowledg
the smile | had on my face as Ovetta would have.
began to laugh and | said to Ovetta, “I think | an
seeing double! Well, you look beautiful and young
with this new haircut.”
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To fully assimilate into the crowd, | decided tda ge
a drink. | proceeded to the truck where the drinks
were being sold. There, | saw Charles Williams,
Ovetta’s husband, clearly looking like a 21 year-
old student with curls in his hair. Now that was a
double take! | specifically asked Charles, “Are
you Charles or are you his brother?” Charles
looked the same but the curls in his hair really
made him look younger. He answered, “I am
Charles!” Now | should have known that
something was up from above for this family. All
of a sudden, they all looked young and beautiful as
they looked when they met in the beginning.
Anyway, | got my drink and proceeded to hang
out with the others and we all joked and laughed
so hard; we felt merry!

Few weeks later, | heard Ovetta had died! My eyes
were wet with tears as | tried to absorb the néws.
had just seen her and she really looked beautiful
and well! What happened? What is the meaning
of this whole thing? Should we be aware that a
beautiful person in spirit looks even more
beautiful in person and illuminates the rest ofrthe
family in the glory of their beauty when they are
about to leave us for the great beyond?

Subsequently, | went to sympathize with Charles
and we both reminisced over that moment at the
picnic and laughed so hard. At least that cheered
him up a little. My confusion of double was
genuine!

At Ovetta’s funeral, | went to the church and met
Stevie Flemming, a fellow classmate and Spartan.
| gazed at her with a smile on my face which she
didn’t notice since she was not looking in my
direction. At the end of the funeral, while getting
in my car, | saw Stevie again, and this time, |
yelled her name, “STEVIE, STEVIE!” She finally
heard me, said hello and said, “Oh! | am not
Stevie, and | am her sister!” | impolitely-not
intentionally- asked the lady to take off her
sunglasses and look me in the eyes because |
thought she was playing a prank. | asked my
friend Tenneh, “What's up with Stevie?” Tenneh



said, “That is not Stevie!” | thought my friend
Tenneh was kidding so | drove off still convinced
that it was Stevie Flemming.

At the grave site, the lady | mistakenly referred t
as Stevie was on my right side and the real Stevie
Flemming was standing on my left hand side
amidst the crowd. Now, it dawned on me that
was having the same experience | had had at the
picnic with Ovetta and her sister but this time i
was at Ovetta’s funeral but different people
Stevie Flemming and her sister!

By reenacting the same effect on me at the funeral,
the way | felt at the picnic with Ovetta and hel
sister and similar situation with Stevie and her
sister at Ovetta’s funeral, it was a special moment
that Ovetta wanted me to cherish whenever |l
thought about her. She had a way of touching
people’s lives in a very beautiful and peculiat
way. May your soul rest in peace, dear sister!

CLOSING COMMENTARY

By: DARREN WILKINS

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil
is when good men do nothing.”— Edmund Burke.

Spartans are “good men” they never let duiimph!
While in a telephone conversation with Wilheming
Wilson, our former national chairperson, she
referenced a quote by Edmund Burke. The quote
states that,“the only thing necessary for the
triumph of evil is when good men do nothing.”
While “evil” doesn’t reign within our midst, the
decline of our alma mater does. But Spartans are
“good men” who NEVER allow the decline of
their alma mater to “triumph” by any means.

In the wake of several calls from the school, the

local alumni association, and students, regarding
the decline of the school, Spartans in the United
States and other parts of the world decided to heed
those calls. And just as Spartans of ancient times
never retreated from battle, so too did Spartans of
modern times, although, this time the battle was a
different one; yes, the deterioration of their alma

mater. The weapon of choice, not the sword as
was used ancient times; this time, it was the

dollar!

Convention 2008 was an indication of how we
Spartans are willing to ensure that our alma mater
is nothing less than a cutting-edge institution aAt
time when the economy faces a recession; when
jobs are being cut, and when the prices of goods
and services have risen exponentially, Spartans
graced every event at Convention 2008 in droves
while generously contributing towards initiatives
that will bring about the improvement of their
alma mater! The contribution made towards the
newly introduced Hall of Fame, the Capital
Campaign, and even the amount paid to attend the
“Chairman’s Ball” are evidence that Spartans will
transcend every obstacle to ameliorate their alma
mater in the event there is a decline. This kind of
commitment and solidarity | put to you is not only
unique, but awesome! Yes, “good men” do not sit
and allow bad things to triumph; they act!

To those Spartans and well-wishers who have not
or choose not to join the association in its
endeavors, this is a “call to battle.” | urge yau t
join us now! Know ye well, that this is a worthy
cause; one that if addressed will echo into etgrnit
Let us work to improve our alma mater without
hesitation because if we don’t, we will only be
allowing it to decline, and that is unusual of us
Spartans; we never succumb to decline or defeat.
Remember, “The only thing necessary for the
triumph of evil is when good men do nothing,”
Spartans NEVER “do nothing”, they always do
SOMETHING!



BIRTHDAY CALENDAR::

SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER,
NOVEMBER , DECEMBER

September

Louisa Merchant, September 1
Patricia Gibson, September 7
Siah Fallah — September 13

Eluna Killen
Samuel Gooding, September, 21
Elyne Padmore, September 22
Mona Diggs, September 26

October

Eddie Gardiner, October 2
Joseph Boayue, October 9
Muriel Wayne- October 3
Harriette Harris, October 12
Massa David, October 20
Horatio Bernard, October 31

November

Victor Fares- November 17
Pierre King, November 24
Ophelia Acolatse-Nimene, November 27
Gudrun Harris, November 29

Robert Johnson, December 2
Tara Rainsbury, December 8
Handel Diggs- December 17
Velerai Hall-Jalloh, December 18
Karen Cassell, December 20
Geraldine Wilkins- December 20
Richard Stryker, December 26
Juo Passawe-Johnson- December 31

MEET THE MIGHTY SPARTAN
NEWSLETTER TEAM

JOIN THE MIGHTY SPARTAN TODAY!!

Email:
PublicRelationsCommittee@BWHarrisAlumniUSA.Org




Join the Spartans’ Network of Professionals (SpartNet)

Spartans’ Network of Professionals (SpartNet) - ripet is the acronym for Spartans' Network of
Professionals. It is a conglomerate or consortidirB.8V. H Alumni Association's professionals orgadz
for the purpose of providing professional suppord guidance to other Spartans in an effort helprave
their quality of living. Participation is purely ltmtary; you involve yourself as much as you wamt i
providing support or guidance to your fellow Spasta

Submit your name to be added to this elite grougSplartans
Submit your name topublicRelationsCommittee@BWHarrisAlumniUSA.Org

Include your business/firm/organization in the Spatans’ Mall (SpartMall)
Spartans' Mall (SpartMall) - SpartMall is the agronof Spartans' Mall. Despite the name, SpartMall i
merely a listing of businesses, firms, and orgamna of Spartans at NO CHARGE on the Web siteiand
the Mighty Spartan newsletter to give them anothedium for FREE advertisement and publicity. Coesid
it, Spartans' YELLOW PAGES!

For more information contact: publicRelationsCommittee @BWHarrisAlumniUSA.Org




