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Dear Spartan Alumni:

Welcome to this SPECIAL issue dhe Mighty SpartansThis newsletter is published by the B. W.
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special projects, events in the community, achiem@sand challenges. The editors of this newslette
welcome your feedback. Please share your commsmggjestions, news, and story ideas by writing to
PublicRelationsCommittee @BWHarrisAlumniUSA.Org

The Mighty Spartang primarily distributed via e-mail and posted thie association’s Web site which
you can access atvWW.BWHarrisAlumniUSA.Org We would like to maintain an accurate contasit i
of alumni globally. Please take a moment to helpkeisp your records accurate. You can do so by
emailing your contact information tBublicRelationsCommittee @BWHarrisAlumniUSA.Org
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Convention 2010:

ON THE MOVE “Stepping Into The Future”

By: Gail Farngalo

Over the years, our association has and continu

S

to successfully reunite old schoolmates. Over the

years, our association has and continues to remain

dedicated to supporting our alma mater. Over t
years, individual chapters have worked an
continue to work tirelessly to organize fundraiser
to support our association’s goals. And over th
years, our association convenes annually in
designated state for our BWHES Convention.

Convention is the zenith, the pinnacle, the
culmination of all the work chapters and the
executive board has done during the year. It is th

time we come together from across the globe to
celebrate our commitment to and our love for

BWHES; to reminisce about the past fondly and t
laugh, dance, and break bread together. An
finally, we come together to recognize outstandin
members and the contributions they have mac
toward our association’s cause.

As an alumni association, we have pioneered ar
inspired change in Liberia at our alma mater, if
particular and hopefully Liberian schools, in
general. We have essentialfOVED BWHES
into the future and the hope is that we continue o
this path. So, SpartansStepping Into The
Future” is a befitting theme for the year. Georgia
therefore, is graciously hosting this year’y
convention and we ask that all Spartans regist
for another fun-filled weekend. We need youl
support. Monies from registration go toward
association projects for our beloved alma mate
hence, we ask that Spartans register even
absentia.

Spartans, you are in for a great weekend! We ple
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to have “Class Night,” the newly minted BWH

Alumni Variety Show. We ask all classes to
purchase matching Polo T shirts from Georgia to
wear that night. Also, to prepare a skit, song,
poem, anything that is representative of your
talents or what depicts school spirit, to perform
during the night. As always, we will have our
illustrious Chairman’s Renaissance Ball paying
respect to our Hall of Famers for their huge
commitment to the cause; national officers for
selflessly sacrificing their time and individual
chapter members for being on the frontlines.

Like always, the night will abound with elegance,
class and sophistication. Spartans, Georgia calls
you! Make sure to be there July?2- July 4th.
Make sure you're counted. But most of all make
sure we stayON THE MOVE “ Stepping Into
The Future’.

Our Southern hospitality is always available.
YA'LL COME BACK NOW!!!

Message from the Actin

Principal, B.W. Harris School

Fellow Spartans,

As we celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the
founding of our Alma Mater, we give thanks to the
Almighty God for good health and His wonderful

blessings bestowed upon all of us and our
families; and also pray that the souls of all of ou

fallen Spartans rest in peace and that light
perpetual will shine upon them.

We bring you greetings from the Bishop, the Rt.
Rev. Dr. Jonathan B.B. Hart, Board of Trustees,
Administration, Staff and all Spartans in Liberia
and elsewhere in the Diaspora. Our special thanks
go to the National Chairman, officers and
members of the BWHAA-USA for your very
strong support to the school especially your most



recent project to give your Alma Mater a face lift-
“The Spartan Pride”.

Many parents and guardians, who do not know
you, pray for your success daily for sponsoring
their kids  through your kind financial support.
Your contributions by way of scholarships,
teachers incentive, computer technology, t
mention a few, have brought new life to our
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school which can be seen by the increase |n

enrollment.

As you gather in Atlanta to celebrate the 18th
anniversary of the alumni association USA and thg
50" anniversary of the founding of our alma
mater, we congratulate you and it is our hope and
prayer that your deliberations will be crowned
with great success and that the good Lord will
grant all of you his traveling mercies.

Kind Personal Regards,

Anthony W. Deline, Il
Interim Principal

B. W. Harris Alumni-USA Embarks On Over
$50,000 in Projects To Improve Alma Mater

By: Staff Writer

HI ] ‘-/”
Mr. Handel K. C. Diggs, National Chairman

$24,000 renovation project, $17,000 teacher salary
supplement, $3500 professional development center,
20 academic scholarships, and teachers’ trainingobo
camp.

In its effort to bring improvements to its alma
mater, B. W. Harris Alumni USA recently
completed a series of projects at the school on
Broad Street, Snapper Hill. These projects include
the “Spartan Pride”, which involved the
renovation of the school; $17,000 teachers’ salary
supplement; the construction of a high-tech
professional development center; 20 academic
scholarships for students meeting the criteria; and
a teacher training boot camp which ended
December 23, 2009.

According to communications from Mr. Handel K.

C. Diggs, national chairman of B.W. Harris
Alumni USA, this is by far the largest initiative
taken on by the Association since it was
established. Project Spartan Pride was a result of
an assessment report on needs of the school signed
by Mr. Anthony W. Deline I, interim principal of

B. W. Harris School. Some of the works done at
the school include:

Installation of a new water system
Renovation of the sanitation system

Partial renovation of the main and small
buildings (both interior and exterior)

New and renovated boys’ bathroom



New toilet

New face basin

Building 2 — replaced ceiling and new paint

Exterior



B. W. Harris Alumni-USA contracted F & F
Construction Company to carry on the renovatio
of the school, after a competitive bidding proces
and the recommendations of Spartans Milto
Weeks (engineer) and Joseph Jones (architect).

Other initiatives embarked upon by B.W. Harris
Alumni USA include the disbursement of $17,00(
teacher salary supplement, as well as 20 acaden
scholarships for needy Liberian students who me
the criteria of the school.

of the 21 century

The implementation

professional development center and the teacher

training boot camp were also done. Thg
professional development center is Phase Il of th
Smart Tech project that began December of 20(

at the school. It will be used to prepare teachef

and staff for training and other professiona
development needs. The center includes mode
technology equipment such as computers wit
Internet access for presentations, a LCD projectg
a video player system (DVD/VHS combo player)
an overhead projector, a classroom audio syste
and so on. The professional development cent
also highlights the school's newest technolog)
equipment, the AverVision document camera
which teachers can use to digitize instructiong
works that are manually created. “Our goal is t
digitize teachers’ lecture notes and store them @
the school’s server for future uses. This will allo
teachers to be able to play the “facilitator” rale
is done in the quintessential®2dentury classroom
and give students a repository from where the
can garner additional study materials,” say
Darren Wilkins, the association&’2/ice National
Chair, who also participated in the installation o
the center.

During the installation of the center, a three-da

professional development “boot camp” was held
to give teachers a preview of the pedagogical

changes that are to come. Ten schools i

Monrovia along with several professionals in the
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of learning, and the Ministry of Education were
invited to do a series of lectures and presentstion

Diagram of the Professional Development Center

New Interactive whiteboard in PDC

New Aver Vision document camera

This explosion of modernity at the school has

raised concerns about the readiness of the
beneficiaries to adapt to such new paradigms. “To
be ready for anything, you have to take the

area of education from NGOs, higher institutions




initiative; you have to engage the unfamiliar wit
an optimistic attitude especially when you want t
bring change,” argues Wilkins, who also provide
training in the use of the interactive whiteboar
and several of the technologies installed at the
school.

“Deploying modern technology at the school and
training the teachers is BWHAA-USA’'s way of
helping to bring economic development to Liberia
By shifting from 28 century educational
paradigms, which characterize Liberia’s current
educational system, to a 2tentury educational
approach, we are preparing our students to engage
21" century challenges for success. Liberia’s
ability to compete globally in the Zentury will
determine its economic prosperity,” Wilkins
noted.

Over the years, B. W. Harris School has pioneered
and demonstrated the use of several new
educational technologies. In December of 2008,
the school, through the BWHAA-USA, in the
USA implemented the Smart Technology project
which included a modern computer lab and a
media center. The Smart Tech project also brought
Internet access to the school as well as the
implementation of desktop virtualization, a
relatively new technology that allows severa
multiple computer monitors to display the content
of a single computer.
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According to Wilkins, the B. W. Harris Alumni

Association-USA'’s vision for the school includes:
converting traditional classrooms to®2tentury-

like classrooms; providing regular professional
development for teachers in %21 century
instruction; installing an electronic grade booK
system to replace the current system which is done
manually; installing a school-to-home
communications system to update parents dgn
students’ progress; allowing teachers to digitize
their lecture notes and store them on servers fpr
future uses; allowing students to use the Inteimet
participate in global and virtual classrooms, and s
on. “These are all bold moves to make at a schopl

situated in a country recovering from a prolonged
civil war. But they can be done and obviously,
that's where we are heading,” Wilkins concluded.

BWHAA — USA Sponsors “Boot
Camp for Teachers — Over 25

teachers received certificates

Excitement grows for interactive whiteboard,
AverVision document camera, and teachers’
laptops.

By: Staff Writer

A three-day “Boot Camp for Teachers” training
workshop sponsored by B. W. Harris Alumni
Association-USA ended on  Wednesday,
December 23, 2009 with over 25 teachers
receiving Certificates of Completion. The “Boot
Camp for Teachers” was intended to introduce
new technologies as well as 2lcentury
instructional paradigms to the teachers of B. W.
Harris School and additional teachers from other
schools..

At the opening ceremony, the County Education
Officer, Mr. Koffa, who represented the now
former Minister of Education (Dr. Joseph Kortu),
reminded the participants that educating Liberia’s
future leader should not be left to government
alone. He then commended B. W. Harris Alumni
USA for its continued efforts to bring 2Tentury
education to Liberia.



Teacher displays interactive whiteboard

Highlighted during the boot camp were two of the
school’'s newest high-tech equipment:
AverVision document camera which teachers wil
use to digitize instructional works that were
previously created manually, and the Mimio
Interactive Whiteboard which is expected ta
replace the blackboard and chalk. Both device
allow teachers to digitize lecture notes and stor
them on the school’s server for future use. Thi
new equipment allows teachers to create, sav
store, retrieve, reuse, and share instruction
materials, and give students a repository fron
where they can access additional study materia

Also participating in the boot camp were Dr.
Johnson Odharo, chief of party of the
USAID/LTTP, computer lab instructors Mr,
Shadrach Wolo and Ernest Duncan, sever
teachers from various schools, and Spartan Darr
Wilkins who represented the B. W. Harris
Alumni-USA. During the boot camp a series of

lectures and presentations were done while

teachers worked in teams and perform hands-g
activities. Teachers were taught how to create the
quizzes digitally, use Microsoft PowerPoint to
teach in the classroom and so on. The mo
exciting parts of the boot camp were the displa
and use of the interactive whiteboard to teac
various subjects and the use of the AverVisio
document camera, for presentation of lessons.

the
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A presentation on Robotics during the boot camp

For his part, Dr. Johnson Odharo presented an
exciting lecture on the use of technology in the
classroom as well as 2icentury approaches to
teaching and learning. Dr. Odharo’s presentation
served as motivation to the teachers who
illustrated their use of the new technology during
their final group presentations.

At the closing of the boot camp, Mr. Anthony
Deline, the school’s interim principal, thanked the
B. W. Harris Alumni Association-USA for its
continued efforts to make the school & 2&ntury
school. Mr. Deline also reminded his faculty that
given such support from the school's alumni
association, they are to do their part by providing
quality education for the students. The boot camp
ended with the teachers making requests for more
technology as well as additional time to master the
use of their new technology.

New classroom presentation system



ALUMNI PROFILE

Milton “6’2” Ricks

By: Getahn Ward

Milton 6°2 Ricks

Back in his high school days, Milton Ricks earned
the nickname “6’ 2" because of his taller than
average height on the basketball court.

Today as a civil engineer with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Ricks is pursuing goals of p
different sort. Currently living in Adana, Turkey,
he’s managing the construction of two
subdivisions with over 400 housing units for the
U.S. Air Force and has managed constructio
projects in Middle East hotspots in addition tg
working in Europe and the United States.
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“In places like Irag and Afghanistan and Kuwalit
(after Saddam’s invasion), you get to see the
devastation of war and appreciate peace,” said
Ricks, is a member of the Class of 1978 of B.W,.
Harris High School.

“This experience has taught me to value life and
savor peace — that reconstruction after confligts
a lengthy, distressed, tedious and extremely
expensive process.”

But no matter where in the world Ricks’
profession takes him, his dedication to his alma
mater doesn’t change. Technology allows Ricks to
stay connected and offer help in areas such as
evaluating bids for renovations at the school and
donating jerseys for the basketball team.

“We played basketball pretty well and
distinguished ourselves because we were a close-
knit group,” Ricks recalled the days he wore
similar Spartan jerseys. “My strong academic
foundation acquired at B.W. Harris prepared me to
become an engineer.”

Gudrun Harris, who succeeded Ricks as chairman
of the TriState chapter of the B.W. Harris
Episcopal High School Alumni Association USA,
recalls chants of “Milton Ricks is full of tricks”
while he played.

John T. Gabbidon, a former classmate and close
friend, isn’t surprised with Rick’s success off the
basketball court. He attributes Ricks’ professional
achievements in part to a strict upbringing by his
now deceased father, Willie G. Ricks.

“As far as academics is concerned, he was always
among the top five or maybe top 10 in the class
every period,” Gabbidon recalled. “He had no
choice in the matter anyway. Ultimately,
academics had to be first and everything else came
second.”

Ricks actually wanted to become an architect in
part at the urgings of his father, who was a
surveyor/ engineer at both the ministries of Public
Works and Land and Mines.

But two years into his undergraduate studies at
Prairie View A&M University in Texas, Ricks
sensing limits to people of color advancing in the
architecture field changed his major to civil
engineering. He had gotten exposure earlier to
drafting from summer jobs at the Liberian
ministry of Public Works.



Upon graduation, Ricks worked as a roadwa
design engineer with the Texas Department ¢
Transportation before joining the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers to manage a wider variety ¢
construction projectsRicks also has a master’s
degree in environmental management from the
University of Maryland and has received
recognitions including a certificate of achievement
for African Americans in government from the
federal government, from a member of Congreg
and from the Afghanistan Ministry of Health.
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Although his current role with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers is a civilian job, Ricks isn’t
immune from close calls that the troops face in
danger zones and must take the same precautigns
as the soldiers. “The challenge is maintaining you
professionalism amidst the changes in your work
environment,” Ricks added. “You've got to be
able to maintain your focus and accomplish your
objectives even though there’s disorder.”
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Being a former U.S. Marine helps. “The Marines
— will change your mentality,” Ricks said. “It's
not about the physical, it's more mental strength.
With the Marines Corps, you are conditioned to
face your challenges — head on.”

Besides being TriState chapter president five
years ago, Ricks has served on multiple nation
committees, created the association’s first We
site and was its original Webmaster. Several
months ago, the association asked Ricks to take
look at bids related to the renovation of the sthoo
His expertise came in handy in making the fing|
decision.

Gabbidon sees Ricks’ dedication to B.W. Harrig
School as a testament to the spirit of togetherness
that now deceased former principal Father Edward
G.W. King and others created. “Something
happens when you walk through the walls of thg
school,” Gabbidon said. “The togetherness Fathg
King instilled in us — the Spartan spirit — brought
us a long way.”
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Ricks would like to see more done to encourage
younger alumni to get involved by attending
conventions and participating at the local chapter
levels. “You need fresh infusion of ideas to sustai
the association’s future momentum,” he said.

The basketball jerseys Ricks donated were in
honor of his friend the late Bob Adighibe, with
whom he played, and Lafayette Jenkins. It was
also at B.W. Harris that Milton met his wife, the
former Margaret Decontee Brumskine, who also
graduated in 1978 and held positions such as vice
president of the TriState chapter and national
treasurer. The association taps her expertise when
it’s in need of legal assistance.

Much like his father, Ricks is also a farmer. He
currently maintains several farms back home with
plans to return to Liberia in the near future to
engage in larger-scale commercial farming. “I will
take off my engineering hat, and put on my
farmer’s hat,” he added, enthusiastically.

Remembering our Departed Teachers

and Administrator

By: Dr. Rowena Kelley

The late Teacher Caroline Cole and Mrs. Leona Tay

Mr. Handel K. C. Diggs wrote a renowned tribute
to Mrs. Caroline Cole several weeks ago upon
learning of her demise. To read his tribute, please
click here. Unfortunately, a few weeks later,
another icon of B. W. Harris, Mrs. Leona Tay,
also passed away. | decided to interview several



individuals who were students of Mrs. Cole and
Mrs. Tay. Read below to learn more about our
teachers, mothers and mentors:

Mrs. Famatta Hansford-Zeon: Class of ‘89
Mrs. Caroline Cole: A disciplinarian and a
True Woman of Noble Character:

Growing up at B.W. Harris, there were severa|
figures that played a role in my childhood, bu
Mrs. Caroline Cole’s firmness and determinatio
to ensure all students met the standards wefe
highly demonstrated in her daily Spartan routines.
As little as | was, her good-woman characte
helped enhance my own character today. She
ensured that everything we did at school was i
accordance to the laws and policies set forth by
the Episcopal Diocese and school board. Even ag
kindergarten student then, | remembered her
having us form that line for devotion or gather in
the auditorium to sing the most famous: “Weg
Gather together to ask the Lords Blessings”.

With profound memories, | will miss Mrs. Cole
and her soul will forever be remembered. Mrs|.
Cole, may your legacy and sweet memories liv
on within the Spartan world and that of your
dearly beloved family members. Rest in Peace.

(1%}

Mrs. Leona Tay: My Personal Trainer & Law
Enforcing Officer:

This woman that had so much energy took ovg
the role of teaching my physical education classes
at B.W. Harris for several years. Not only did she
become my P.E. class teacher, Mrs. Tay because
of her ties with my late mother (who also was a
graduate of B.W. Harris), became a mother to me
at BWH. In the 1980s, Mrs. Tay personally
encouraged me into several competitions within
the school “BWH spelling team for television, the|
majorettes unit of BWH, contesting for the Miss
Kindergarten and Miss Elementary titles (don't
even remember those years, Wow!).
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Her personal intake of my school activities was
captivating: back in the™grade. | had a makeup
test to do for the Late Nii Kotei Nikoi that would

have caused me to miss my majorettes rehearsal
for gala day activities, | went to Mrs. Tay and
asked her to please excuse me for some minutes as
| do my makeup, her response to me was:
“Majorettes and sciences, which are of importance
to your promotion? You better pass from here and
go do your makeup test.” From that moment, |
realized this woman’s role in my life and
appreciated her for the words of wisdom. Of
course, the whip was never too far away from her
even when we had to perform for August"24
(Flag Day) in the barracks, Mrs. Tay was there to
keep BWH girls in line. Her stories could go on
and on, but she remains so fresh in my mind as
though it was just yesterday.

Mrs., Leona Tay, | missyou and your death
brought another moment of tear drops to my eyes
as | could only imagine you and Mama (in her
immigration uniform) standing in front of the
black gate by the basketball court sharing jokes
and laughter.

We pray that the good works of your hands, the
sweet memories you shared within your families
(immediate & BWH), church and community
forever remain on these shores.

LT, Rest in Perfect Peace and may light perpetual
shine upon you.

Mr. Darren D. Wilkins: Class of ‘88

If | were to write a book, there would be an entire
chapter dedicated to Mrs. Caroline Cole; for any
omission of her in such a book would not only
render it incomplete, but also unworthy of reading.

| have so many fond memories of Mrs. Cole. And
even though she has departed this world, | will
always remember her as the person responsible for
the foundation on which my entire educational
background is built. May her soul rest in peace!!!

Mr. Getahn Ward: Class of ‘88

"It's was a long time ago, but those early years in
the classes of teachers like Mrs. Cole and Mrs.
Tay gave me an early foundation in learning and |



continue to reap the benefits even in my
adulthood. Our teachers took personal interest
our well-being and people like them and teachers
Rhilender and Gillian Moore were like school
mothers to us. They were disciplinarians, but also
had a personal touch. | believe | was in teacher
Cole's first grade class during my first year at
B.W. Harris and her style of teaching made me
feel at home."

Dr. Rowena Y. Kelley: Class of ‘88

Mrs. Caroline Cole was a teacher, a mentor and
mother to all who went through her class at B. W.
Harris. She was a disciplinarian but by the time wg
had completed the first grade, we were all ready
for the third grade. Because | ended my reign as
Miss Kindergarten in her class, she always use
my title to motivate me and this made me study
even harder. “A queen should never fail a test” she
would constantly say as a reminder. And so, | had
to keep my side of the bargain as Misg
Kindergarten at B. W. Harris and bring homs
straight A’s.

Mrs. Leona Tay was a physical education teacher
and mother to me. She always made us sing, darjce
and jump for exercise. As time went by, she hiregd
Mr. Patrick Jefferson, who took over the physical
exercise aspect of her workload but she sti
remained close to all, while encouraging us to
reach our full potential.

To the families of Mrs. Cole and Mrs. Tay: we
mourn with you as we also loss a teacher,

mother and a mentor. May their souls rest it
perfect peace!!
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Mr. Moses Dauvis: Class of ‘87

As for the impact of Mrs. Cole & Tay, all | can
say is this: Being from a family dominated by
women (mother, four sisters and no brothers) thgy
were just an extension of the proper upbringing
that was installed in me from home. Being a
young boy in blue shorts and white Vai shirt, they
both helped teach me to show respect to my
elders, treat women with respect seeing that | had

a few at home and believed that with hard work
and determination, anything was possible.
The world is a better place because of the tireless
effort these two extraordinary women who
selflessly gave of themselves to the betterment of
the Spartan family. May we continue to prove that
their efforts and life's lessons were not in vain.
May their souls and of all the faithful departedtre

in perfect peace till we meet again.

Mrs. Rolanstaine Weeks — Doe: Class of ‘87

| remembered Mrs. Cole and Mrs. Tay very well.
Mrs. Cole was my first grade teacher and she was
a lovely person; a true disciplinarian.
Mrs. Tay was our physical education (PE) teacher
and she used to give us a hard time by making us
jump over each other and participate in races
called “pig in the blanket” or relay races. Those
were the good old days!

| am sorry to hear of their demise but | know that
they were very old and we know that with old age
comes the unexpected. They will be remembered
by their Spartan family as we are all ‘shining
stars’ because of them.

Mrs. Albertha Wilson — Gillespie: Class of ‘87

The more | think about it, the more | realized that
don't remember much about Mrs Caroline Cole
other than the fact that she was a disciplinarian.
She was a dark-skinned lady with a mole on her
cheek. | remembered that she was a great teacher.
She taught me my SO, GO, LO and such.
As for Mrs Tay, | remembered her sitting in her
chair, and telling us what we needed to do in PE
class. | always wondered why she didn't get up
and join us. Mrs. Tay was always a motherly
figure to all.

They were both very important influences in my
life. One taught me the basics of my educational
development, and the other, my physical.
May their souls rest in peace!!



A Tribute to James Maximore

By: M. Daniel Nelson, Jr.,
President, Student Council “79

“Education is the key to unlock the golden door of
freedom”.
George Washington Carver

As the B.W. Harris High School family continues
to mourn the sudden and untimely departure of olir
beloved member and register, Mr. Jamep
Maximore, we also take this time to reflect on the
person he was while with us in this realm. And ap
we go through the pain and sadness of losing o
love one, father, brother, cousin, friend, teachey,
and registrar, we must also reminisce about th
gentleman and scholar he was.

A long time register and teacher at one of th
nation’s premier school, B.W. Harris Episcopa
High, Mr. Maximore, as he was affectionately]
called (‘Sonnyboy’ by those closest to him), was
also a professor at the University of Liberia. Many
young women and men have been blessed by his
devotion to education and personal development,|a
passion that goes back many generations in the
Mars-Maximore clan, as does the name
‘Sonnyboy’.

D
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Sonnyboy is a name that has zigged-zagged
through the Mars-Maximore family for
generations and is one of the names used to wegve
the fabric that helped keep the cohesion amongst
us and the conduit of history open. Because of hjs
journey over to the ancestors, the name now rests

with yours truly.
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With his passing, the Spartan Family has truly log
a great son. How many of us can’t remember oyr
beloved school, B. W. Harris, without Mr.
Maximore? How many, consciously or
subconsciously, do not feel the impact on oufr

careers and lives today? Even though our homes
were about a block apart in Paynesville, | only say

him then as he walked by to catch a cab for work

in the city, Monrovia. However, my most vivid
memory of him was when | went to view the
results of the entrance examinations on the results
board at the school in 1975. Upon perusing just
the first line of names of those who had passed
and been accepted, | started to walk away in shock
and disappointment. My name was not listed! Or
so | assumed. As | started towards the gate, Mr.
Maximore came out of his office, having
recognized me standing out there earlier. “So, are
you going to accept our invitation?” he asked.
Briefly confused, | replied, “which invitation? |
don’t see my name on the board”. To which he
responded in a way that has stayed with me as a
lesson throughout my life to this day: “Did you
read the whole board?” he asked. “It's in
alphabetical order, you know” as he walked away.

| had assumed that the names were listed in order
of scores-and the top scorers would be presented
in the first row. In my youthful over-confidence
and high self-expectation, this translated to “if |
was not there among the top first group, then |
must have not made the cut.”

Had Mr. Maximore not come out then, | would
have left with the thought that | was not accepted.
This would have created a whole new set of
problems, not only for me, but for my father as
well: he had chosen B.W.Harris precisely because
of the two men he thought would have the greatest
impact: Father King and Mr. Maximore. | learned,
from that brief exchange out in the courtyard, to
read the entire document, get the complete facts,
hear all sides of the story, before coming to a
conclusion and making a decision.

The Republic of Liberia also lost a great son,
citizen and a nation builder, a true patriot — one
who lived fully and purposely, one who put aside
his personal interest for the greater good of his
institutions and country. Such men are rear in any
time, but especially more so in oufsDeath is
more universal than life; everyone dies but not
everyone lives.” —A. Sach#&nd Mr. Maximore
lived.



As Spartans, has the time not come for us to car
on this torch he so selflessly held for such a lon
time and always with a smile on his face — a tru
embodiment ofux in tenebra the very meaning
of Liberia? Will we shine this light that we
inherited so blessedly? Has the time not come fq
us to help spread education, technology an
industry throughout the country to help to
eradicate disease, illiteracy and poverty that he
plagued so much of Africa? Anat to mattress”
philosophy, if you will? Thereby helping to bring
the country rapidly into the 2Mcentury? Do | hear
a resounding yes!?

Or will we sit back, caught up in our daily chores
and responsibilities and let the forces of darknes

continue to eat away at the very fabric of the

society, our culture, and our home, through
ignorance, corruption and tribalism? Or will we
choose the higher path, one that will lead us t
enlightenment, freedom and prosperity for all?
say the latter.

We are Spartans and we can do this.

The time, indeed, has come.

$17,000 Teachers’ Salary Supplemen
has been named in honor of the latg

Mrs. Caroline Cole

By: Staff Writer

Teacher Caroline Cole

The National Chairman of the B. W. Harris
Alumni
$17,000 Teachers’ Supplement Salary that hg

Association has announced that the
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been allocated for the school in Liberia will be

named in honor of Mrs. Caroline Cole. Below is
an excerpt of Chairman Diggs’ remarks at Mrs.
Cole’s funeral ceremony:

“So therefore, our teacher salary assistance project
will be renamed the Teacher Caroline Cole $17,000
Teacher Salary Supplement. | have directed the
Webmaster to make the change immediately. Secondly,
I will challenge the association to ensure that2042,

in partnership with the BWHES, no teacher will earn
less than $100 a month. This will be our challerigss,

will be our pledge. Let us honor her befittingly by
supporting and transforming our alma mater through
annual convention registration whether you attend
convention or not. Let this be our charge.”

The $17,000 Teachers’ Supplement Salary” is an
amount given to B. W. Harris School on a yearly
basis by the BWHAA-USA, to supplement
teachers’ salaries so as to retain and attract
gualified teachers.

Great Ball Players Donate

Scholarships and Jerseys in Hono
of Two Fallen Members

By: Gudrun Harris

Milton (Ricks), first | want to express gratitude t
you and Jimmy along with the rest of the group for
continuing to carry on the memories of our
departed GREAT BALL PLAYERS. As you are
one of the greatest former presidents of the
TriState chapter, which came as no surprise, there
are a few questions that come to mind:

Gudrun #1: What inspired you to do this?

Milton #1: Inspiration comes from my moral
obligation to B.W. Harris School Episcopal High
School, lifelong friends with whom | shared my
high school experiences (Class of 1978) and
that life has more meaning when you contribute
wholeheartedly.



Gudrun #2: What was your greatest challenge in
making this decision?

Milton #2: My greatest challenge in making this
decision was the “challenge of time and location
— having the package (jerseys) delivered to Jimm
from Turkey in time to make the delivery to B.W.
Harris men’s basketball team upon his arrival tq
Liberia.

Gudrun #3: How many other Spartans you expec
to embark on this project?

Milton #3: | am not familiar with the number of
Spartans committed to this endeavor or have be
encouraged to match my contribution. Perhap
Jimmy Neal will comment on contributions by
others at a later time. | am, however, prepared
donate another set of football jerseys to BWH
Soccer team in honor of my friend Lafayette
Jenkins. Additionally, | challenged the current
BWH school team to expect a second set (
basketball jerseys should they perform “like
Spartans” of yester years — become winners.

On January 8 Spartan Jimmy Neal made an
appeal to a select group of friends of the lat
Anthony “Bob” Adighibe andLafayette Jenkins

to consider offering athletic scholarships tg

deserving students in their memory at B.W. Harris
He proposed this athletic scholarship be

School.
managed by B.W. Harris Alumni Association
USA Inc., with the hope that contributions will
increase in the future and more athletig
scholarships be awarded.

In
thereof, | volunteered to contribute a full set of
men’s basketball jerseys in honor of Anthony
“Bob” Adighbe - B.W.H Class of 1979. This is so
because | was informed that a set of jerseys wou
be an inspiration to the team in lieu of this effor

Jimmy acknowledged receipt of the men’yg
basketball Jerseys on 3rd March 2010, which

mailed, along with an encouraging letter to the

response to Jimmy’s appeal and suppor

y
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B.W. Harris men’s basketball team. Jimmy alsq

supplemented my contributions with six (6)
basketballs, basketball backboard, men athletic
socks etc.

As a former teammate to Bob and Lafayette, my
contributions were made with the hope that others
would be inspired to donate similarly — to B.W.
Harris women’s basketball team and/or men’s
soccer team. My future plan is to donate a set of
football jerseys in Lafayette’s honor as well,
should my contributions not be matched in a
timely manner.

Lastly, | extend a personal challenge to
lady Spartans of BWHAA, to contribute in a
similar fashion to the BWH girl's basketball team.

| currently reside and work in Adana, Turkey. My
affiliation with B.W. Harris Alumni Association is
through the TriState Chapter of B.W. Harris
Alumni Association.

Gudrun: Again, the PR team would like to thank
you for your continuous support!

As always my president, | remain ...

MILTON N. RICKS
B. W. HARRIS CLASS OF 1978

News from chapters

By: Gudrun Harris and Nee Allison

Chapters of the B.W. Harris Alumni Association
Inc., USA across the country have been busy
electing officers and planning activities for the
upcoming year. Here’s an update from some of the
chapters — the TriState, Midwest, Metro and
Rhode Island chapters.



TRISTATE

Tri — State chapter 9" Annual Bishop G. D.
Brown Award ceremony —

Honoring Professionals, Fathers, Churches arn
Community Leaders

Ms. Padmore, this might seem awkward being
that I'm president of our chapter, but as a
member of the public relations team one of my
assignments is to obtain information from you
as program chair on our upcoming calendar
ofevents.

Primarily, let me thank you for your time.
It is always a pleasure.

What is the name of your upcoming event?
The Bishop G. D. Browne Awards, Honoring

Professionals, Churches, Fathers and community

Leaders
When and where it will be held?

This event is scheduled for Saturday April"24
2010 at the “Family Life Center”, 59 Wright

Street, Staten Island, New York, from 8:30 amt

2:00 am. The entrance fee is $25.00 per persc
with dinner included.

As chairman of this event, what are the
challenges that lie ahead of you?

Selecting the honorees

d

Mailing letters to the honorees and
obtaining their bios/responses
Finding a venue with available date

What should your guests expect when they
attend this event?

I's to enlighten them on the importance of
recognizing individuals who have done extremely
well in their communities, and certainly, to have a
wonderful time with friends and family.

How many years have you held this event and
how was this event established?

The Bishop George D. Browne Project is nine
years old. Our chairman, Mr. Handel K. Diggs,

brought the suggestion to the chapter to honor
individuals who had excelled in their professions
and recommended that we name the program after
one of the Liberian- leaders of the Episcopal

Diocese in Africa. Honoring of the fathers is three

years old. Since we as a people recognize our
mothers more on Mother's Day, we thought it

would be a good idea to recognize fathers because
they also play a major role in raising their
children.

Since it is an annual event, do you see it as a
success?

Yes, | see it as a success, with a lot of dedinatio
from the members by advertising and the selling
of tickets.

How many people do you expect to attend this
event?

Approximately 200 people

Who are the honorees and since you have a
“Life Time Achiever” category — please tell us
who they are and provide a brief bio of these
individuals.

Below are the honorees along with the categories:



Professional:

Kit Cone -Lifetime Achievement Award
Armand O. Sangare Rroprietorship
John Hammond Education

Jenkins Cooperinternational Relations
University of Liberia-  Alumni
Association

Rev. Julian Kyne-Snyder Church - The
Liberian Christian Fellowship Church
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Community Service:
1. Sister of SubstanceGommunity Service
2. Eugenia ChinsmanCGommunity Service
3. Angie Brooks Chapter 239CGommunity
Service - Sis. Alberta Nyewah, Worthy
Matron
Fathers:
Anthony Nah
John Wrimene
Nick Sheriff Sr.
Osborne K. Diggs Jr.
Thomas Worjroh
Vamplah E. Diggs

ogrwWNE

Our Lifetime achiever is no other than Mr. Kit
Cone who is no stranger to this organization an
our nation.

Who are the committee heads?

Tari Wariebi

Ciata Diggs & Muriel Wayne
Louisa Merchant

Elyne Padmore

Who is the Emcee and DJ?

Our emcee is Mrs. Williette Gardiner. DJ is Mr.
Reggie Caphart.

RHODE ISLAND

On Feb. 21 John T. Gabbidon was elected
chapter president. The others elected to the
leadership team are as follows: Nadine Wilson,
vice president; Marie Gabbidon, secretary;
Gustalyn Lardner, financial secretary; Alex
Brown, treasurer; and Gloria Harmon, the
chaplain.

With Rhode Island slated to host the 2011
convention, Gabbidon stated that his key goal is
fund raising.  Another goal of Gabbidon is to
combine alumni in Rhode Island, Boston, Maine
and New England to form a New England chapter
thereby increasing membership and giving others
the opportunity to be a part of a chapter and the
association. He is also encouraging his members
to register for this year's convention and to persu
various recognitions.

The Rhode Island chapter has plans for a sip (a
mixer where drinks would be sold) on Saturday,
April 24™ 2010, with an installation program
scheduled for Sunday, April 25

METRO

A new corps of officers were elected and
recently installed to two-year terms:

Joseph Wleabo Walker I, president; Nee Allison,
1% vice president; J. Wah-Doe Bedell Il®%ice
president, Maayon Metzger-Clemens, treasurer;
Addo Davies, financial secretary, and Dorothy
Richards-Tolbert, chaplain. The position of
secretary is still vacant

Committees established and their respective chairs
include: finance and fundraising, Winfred Clarke;
programs, Angeline Bishop-Oshoko; publicity,
Dorothy Richards-Tolbert; and external relations,



Wilfred Grant. The membership chair position is
remains vacant.

The leadership team plans to build membershi

through giving members roles on committees;

implement meaningful projects to boost the

association’s image and its financial strength;

collaborate with other alumni groups in the D.C
Metro  area; foster  transparency  and
accountability; promote a sense of unity amon
members and socialize accordingly, and establig
a list of corporate sponsors. “Your participation i
making these goals a reality will do a lot in
promoting the development of quality education 3
B.W. Harris and in Liberia in general,” President
Walker Il said.

MIDWEST

The chapter has upcoming plans td
collaboratewith churches and local businesses

the Columbus, Ohio, and Detroit areas; and pre

register all current officers and spouses and 3
additional 20 Midwest members for this year’s
convention.

Upcoming events include a club night on Friday,
May 7, and a spaghetti dinner. Chapter officer,
are: Comfort Kenneh, president; Stephen Taylo
vice president; Tonia Flawer, secretary; Yvonng
Hanford, treasurer; and Dora Ernst, the chaplain.

DELAWARE

News from chapter did not reach the Mighty
Spartan prior to publication.

MINNESOTA

News from chapter did not reach the Mighty
Spartan prior to publication.
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Commentary

Oh May Thou Name ForeverLIVE
By: Romelle Horton
Monrovia, Liberia

Forward, forward march we go...If you are a
Spartan, you KNOW that the S in Sparta stands
for SUSTAINABLE, the P — PERSEVERANCE,
and the A — ACHIEVEMENT(S)... | can indeed
go on, but you get the picture. As we approach
our golden anniversary we can and should be
proud of how far we have come in making a
difference in lives and the wider society for half
century — GO SPARTAI!!

In 1960, B.W.Harris opened the gates of its
kingdom to expand minds and nurture spirits. The
first graduation put out about six graduates, lsut a
the years went on, the numbers steadily increased.
Fast forward to the war years, the school was
closed for a spell and when it reopened the
numbers were dismal at best. Adding insult to
injury, most if not all infrastructure was destrdye
Past warriors of the kingdom came to the rescue
and were able not only to build the kingdom back
to its majestic state, but surpassed that by making
funds available for students’ scholarships and
faculty development. To date, there are 15
students on scholarships supported by the
Association in the United States and the number
will increase to 20 in the coming year. The efforts
of those on the ground and the force that makes up
the Alumni Association in the USA  (Past
Warriors) catapulted the school into the 21
century. Historically, the Ministry of Education
had always fixed the curriculum and that still
remains but the school year has changed and is
now from September to June. Sorry folks, no
more December graduations where the
celebrations lasted until the New Year.



B W Harris has come a long way and weathered
lot of storms since 1960. To accurately depict hov
far we have come especially from thoss
tumultuous years, | got a blurb from the man who
currently rules the Kingdom of Sparta — Mr.
Anthony Deline, class of ‘69. In speaking with
Mr. Deline, he was very proud to say that the
school is growing so rapidly that the enrollmen
numbers are at a point where the school will sogn
if not already be at the point of expanding. “We
are proud of how far we have come and
confidence in the school continues to grow as
evidenced by the steady increase in enroliment;
for the 07/08 academic year, we had 365 studen
the following year, we had 478 and for 2009/2010

we boast a whopping amount of 644 student, 29
females and 347 males.” He went on to say tha

although the numbers of students have increased,
the school continues to keep the classes at 40
maximum and all classes that exceeded 40 haye
been divided into sections A & B. Fellow
Spartans, | am sure you all remember those days
of 10A, 10B and 10C... Currently, there are 26
teachers at the school and the graduating class
25. This number is to triple for the 2011
graduating class as the eleven graders are 80+.
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And in these times of globalization, Sparta ig
bridging the global divide. As you all know, our
own Darren Wilkins has been in Liberia setting up
the Smart Tech Initiative. Coupled with that,
computer classes for students at the kingdo
commenced in September 2009 and even the
faculty is jumping into the fray. As previously
stated, Sparta is known for making a difference ip
lives and to this end, has set up a computer schqol
for non-Spartans to help them bridge the divid
also.

1%

But the battle is indeed ensuring Spartans...You
all read that the school is expanding, there afe
renovations going on right now under the auspicas
of past warriors to improve the toilet facilitiesda

water system. The water drums are too high fq
the smaller kids and they need to be resized. The
teachers are now being paid a minimum of $6,000

=

Liberian dollars instead of $2,000; department
heads along with science and math teachers are
paid up to $7,500 Liberian dollars, but the hope
and goal of the school is to somehow match what
the Government of Liberia (GoL) is paying their
teachers right now, which is $8000 Liberian
dollars monthly. So warriors past and present, let
us pick up our swords and shields and forward,
forward march we go... tWICTORY. HAPPY

50" SPARTA!!

JOIN THE MIGHTY SPARTAN TODAY!!
Email:
PublicRelationsCommittee @BWHarrisAlumniUSA.Org

Convention 20100N
THE MOVE
“Stepping Into the
Future”

The Events Loft @ Georgetown
4470 Chamblee-Dunwoody, Dunwoody, GA 30346

Tentative: Doraville Recreation Center
3037 Pleasant Valley Dr, Doraville, Georgia 30340

St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church
4755 N Peachtree Rd, Atlanta, GA 30338-5803

FRIDAY, JULY 2™
Board Meeting
12pm — 3pm

Registration
2pm — 3am

Welcome Partyrheme: Blue & White
8pm — 3am

THE EVENTS LOFT @ GEORGETOWN

SATURDAY, JULY &
General Meeting



1lam - 3pm

Chairman’s Renaissance Ball
8pm —3am

THE EVENTS LOFT @ GEORGETOWN

SUNDAY, JULY 4"
Worship Service
10am
ST. PATRICK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Sport Event: Basketball Game
3pm —7pm
DORAVILLE RECREATION CENTER

Farewell PartyTheme: Class Night
3pm —7pm
THE EVENTS LOFT @ GEORGETOWN

** GA Chapter strongly encourages lodging @ the
Fairfield Inn. To receive the rates below, reservations can
be made now up until one month prior to event.

Official Host Hotel
Fairfield Inn: Perimeter Center (Marriott)
1145 Hammond Drive Atlanta, GA
770-350-000
Group Code -VWHO
2.42 miles/3 minutes from The Events Loft
Rate: $65/night double & $55/night standard kings
- Complimentary Breakfast

Guest Parking

Welcome Basket with Assorted Snacks & Drinks
Indoor Pool, Hot Tub & Exercise Room

All rooms equipped with Microwave & Refrigerator
Guest Laundry

Wireless Internet Service

2 blocks from Dunwoody Marta Transit

Hilton Suite Atlanta-Perimeter
6120 Peachtree Dunwoody Road Atlanta, GA
770-668-0808
$129/night double & $109/night king
2.92 miles/4 minutes from The Events Loft

Sheraton Atlanta-Perimeter
800 Hammond Drive Atlanta, GA
404-564-3000
$120.46/night two queen & $119/night king
3.26 miles/5 minutes from The Events Loft

Enterprise —404-763-5220 or 1-800-261-7331
National/Alamo-404-530-2800 or 1-800-227-7368
Dollar Rent A Car — 866-434-2226 or 1-800-800-366

Avis-404-530-2700 or 1-800-331-1212

Thrifty Car Rental — 770-996-2350 or 1-877-283-@8
Budget- 1-800-527-0700 or 1-800-527-0700

Hertz — 404-530-2925 or 1-800-654-3131

Gail Farngalo 678-570-7365
Wilhelmina Wilson 770-815-9260
Corneal Monger 678-481-7541
Erickson Brown 770-895-2385
Mary Barker 678-485-3105
Rosalita Kennedy 678-227-2879

Join the Spartans’ Network of
Professionals (SpartNet)

Spartans’ Network of Professionals (SpartNet) -
SpartNet is the acronym for Spartans' Network of
Professionals. It is a conglomerate or consortium
of B.W. H Alumni Association's professionals
organized for the purpose of providing
professional support and guidance to other
Spartans in an effort help improve their quality of
living. Participation is purely voluntary; you
involve yourself as much as you want in providing
support or guidance to your fellow Spartans.

Submit your name to be added to
this elite group of Spartans

Submit your name to:
PublicRelationsCommittee@BWHarrisAlumniUS
A.Org

For more information contact:
PublicRelationsCommittee@BWHarrisAlumniUS

A.Org




REGISTER FOR CONVENTION ($70),DONATE TO WALL OF
RECOGNITION ($200),SPARTAN PRIDE ($100),HALL OF FAME ($500)

@
www.BWHarrisAlumniUSA.Org




